288	OTHER FEATURES OF ISLAM
dowry already settled upon her, I consent, I consent, I con-
sent." The qadhi or sheikh then raises his hands and
prays for mutual love between the pair, as existed between
Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Zipporah,
Mohammed and Ayeshah, etc.1 Mutual congratulations
follow. This marriage contract is absolutely binding even
if it is not made effective for an indefinite period. Usually,
however, the wedding festivities and the actual consumma-
tion occur within a few days after the making of the contract.
To describe the wedding customs, which in many of their
details are common to all natives in Syria and Palestine,
does not come within the scope of the present work, as they
belong to folk-lore rather than to religion. The persistence
of these ancient customs, irrespective of creed, seems to
date their origin far beyond that of any religious faith with
which they now coexist. It must suffice here to name some
curious features still obtaining in rural districts: the blow
given by the groom to the bride, as symbol of his mastery;
the public dressing of the groom out-of-doors in his wedding
garments; the nuqtit, or formal presentation of money to the
bride and groom by the individual guests; the 'mimic war,
waged sometimes between the bride's party and the groom's
party, or between two sections of the groom's party; the
announcement of the consummation of the marriage by a
gun fired by the groom. The wedding festivities of a widow
or of a divorced woman are at best " maimed rites." Many
general features of the merry making are repeated at the
circumcisions. This rite, though, universally practised in
Islam, is nowhere enjoined in the Koran. It may he per-
formed at any time between the age of tea clays and, say,
seven years. Sometimes it is even further postponed, hut
it is obligatory before marriage.
Mohammedan practice recognizes three kinds of divorce?
All of these take effect, though only the first, called the
most laudable, is universally recognized to he regular.
This is the only form which does not compel a woman to
marry another man before she can he remarried to her
1 See Hughes *h "Dictionary of Islam/' article, "Marriage."
2Ibid., article, "Divorce."

